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Tli work or ray operatives in Iiolpins to
save that portion of Virginia now known as
West Virginia to the Pnion forms an in
teresting chapter of the Scciet Minre his-

tory
¬

of the rebellion The antapoiiistic
position of the two sections ot Virginia
demanded early consideration und prompt
action on the part of the Federal Gov-
ernment

¬

both in protecting the loyal peo-

ple
¬

in the western section and of preserv-
ing

¬

that territory to the Union Within
the Iwrders of this Commonwealth there
existed two elements directly opposed to
each other and both ennally pronounced
in the declaration of political opinions
The lines of demarkation between these
diverse communities were the Alleghany
Mountains which extended through the
very middle of the State from noithcast
to southwest and divided her territory
into two parts hlightly unequal in size
and different in topographical features

characteristics of new ixnte xlns movement was
rroin nature or its earner bcuic- - cessiuiiy accompusneu ami in iuiy

ment and bv of climate soil and
situation Eastern Virginia remained the
region of large plantations with heavy
hlavo population and of profitable agricul-
ture

¬

especially in the production of to-

bacco
¬

West Virginia on the contrary
having been first settled by hunters pio-

neers
¬

lumbermen and minors possessed
little in common with her more wealthy
nnd aristocratic neighbors lieyond the
mountains They made their homes in
the wilds and among the rocky forma-
tions

¬

under which was hidden the wealth
they were seeking to develop and in time
this western conntry became the seat of a
busy manufacturing industry with di-

versified
¬

agriculture for local consump-
tion

¬

while the east was largely given up
to the production 61 great staples for ex-
port

The slave interest also entered largely
into the creation and continuance of this
antagonistic feeling According to a cen-

sus
¬

which had been recently taken it
ascertained that Eastern Virginia

held but a few thousands It was not
a matter ot therefore that sc
cessionism should be rampant in the east

that Union sentiment should almost
universally prevail in the west As the
institution of slavery was more or less the
cause of the war here as in other parts
of the South secession reared its most
formidable front where the slave interest
predominated and treason was more alert
in the centers of accumulated wealth and
family pride whose foundations were laid
by the suffering and foil of the African
bondsmen The war iad been waged to
defend the Divine institution and it
was scarcely to be expected that such a
cause would be valiantly championed by
men whose self reliance and personal in ¬

dependence endeared to Uiem the
rights of free and honorable manhood

When the Convention of Virginia met
to consider the question of secession the
slave holding dignitaries were somewhat
startled by the logical but novel declara-
tion

¬

of one of the western members that
the right of revolution bo exercised

as well by a portion of the citizens of a
State iigainsf their State Government as
it can be exercised by the whole people
of a State against their Federal Govern-
ment

¬

This was followed by unother
more pointed revolutionary that any
change in the relation Virginia now sus-
tains

¬

to the Federal Government ngainst
the wishes of even respectable minority
of her people would be-- sufficient to jus-
tify

¬

them in changing their relation to the
State Government by separating them-
selves

¬

from that section ot the State that
had thus wantonly disregarded their in-
terests

¬

defied their -
The convention however denying the

pertinency of this logic passed its secret
ordinanee of secession on April 17 18C1
nnd within a week popular movements
were on foot in the --various towns and
Counties of Western Virginia to effect a
division of the State The people united
in a unanimous protest against the ef-
forts

¬

of the slave holding aristocrats to
carry them into a cotton confederacy and
n determination to secede from sccci
sion was manifested everywhere The
loyal determination was rapidly followed
by popular organization an appealfor as-
sistance

¬

was made to the Government at
Washington which promised them countenance

and support and on May 13 dele
pates from 25 counties of West Virginia
met at Wheeling to devise such action
as would enable them to fully nnd finally
repudiate the treasonable revolt of East
Virginia

Many circumstances favored theic pbsj- -
tion The State of Ohio immediately ad
joning was organizing her military force
of volunteers and Western Virginia was
not long after attached to the Depart ¬

ment of the Ohio under command of Gen
MeCIellan The blockade of Washington
nnd other events had operated to keep
the Western troops on the Ohio line and
the Unionists of West Virginia found
protecting military force at once in their
immediate vicinity with a commanding
otllcer who was instructed to give them
every encouragement and support

Meanwhile Gov Letcher of Virginia
ignoring the attitnde assumed by the peo-
ple

¬

of the West had issued his proclama ¬

tion calling for the orzanizntion of the
State Militia and including Western Vir-
ginia

¬

in the call
Prompted snirit of arrotrnnr n or

over confidence he at an early day dis- -
paicueu omeers to mat locality to collect
nnd organize the militia of Western Vir-
ginia

¬

Owing to the sparsity of the pop-
ulation

¬

and the hilly and mountainous sit-
uation

¬

of the conntry there were but two
principal localities or lines of travel where
a concentration of forces could be best ef¬

fectedone of these lieing the line of the
Baltimore Ohio Uailroad and the other
the valley of the Great Kanawha Hirer
In these districts Gov Letcher sent his
recruiting agents but they soon returned
reports of very discouraging character
The rebel emissaries found the feeling
very bitter that Union organizations ex

Jig twl in most of the counties nnd that
while fragments of rebel companies were
here and Uicrc springing up it was very
evident that no local force sulllcient to
hold the country would respond to the
Confederate appeal while the close prox ¬

imity of Union forces at several points
along the Ohio pointed to a short tenure
of Confederate authority

This information was not at all cheer ¬

ing to the rebel Governor of the State
nnd he determined to muintain his author-
ity

¬

in the disaffected districts with armed
forces from the eastern portion of the
State To accomplish he detailed
few available companies from Staunton to
march toward Beverly from which point
they could menace and overawe the town
ot Grafton the junction of the main
stein of the Baltimore S-- Ohioltailroad
with its branches extending to Parkcrs ¬

burg and Wheeling The inhabitants
showed more alacrity however to take
up arms or the Government than for Gov
Letcher or Gen Lee A Union Western
Virginia rccitnciit under the minninnd nt
Col Keller begaa to gather recruits rap-
idly

¬

at Wheeling while the rebel camps
lotween Beverly nnd Grafton were com
paratively deserted ana Col Porterfield
who had been sent under onlprs nt llnv
Letcher found his efforts at recruiting de-
cidedly

¬

unsuccessful
May 123 1801 the State voted nnon the

ordinance of secession and East Virginia
under comnlete militarv domination ne
cepted the ordinance vhilo West Virginia
vuiupuriiuveiy voiea 10 reject ticidea of secession

Immediately after the result was ascer- -nn1 1 1I l Jiicvi mu jcuci iroops nccame aggressive
nnd Col Porterfield dispatched several ofIds companies to burn the bridge on theBaltimore Ohio Railroad

The appearance of these troops wasquickly brought to the notice of lbo mitbonfes t A asbimrton Mnv ll the Sec- -
rciarv m war ana uen Scott telegraphedthi Herniation to Gen MeCIellan and

v -

inquired whether its influence could not
be counteracted Gen MeCIellan at once
replied in thu affirmative and this was the

It ole order he received from Washington
regarding a enmjiaign in lrgtma

Oii the 2Gth the General ordered two
regiments to cross the river at Wheeling
and two others at Parkcrsburg They
were tolnove forward simultaneously by
the branch railroads from each of these
points to their junction at Grafton The
burnt bridges were restored in their pas-
sage

¬

and after n most brilliant strategic
inurement Lorteriield was completely
hiirprisciU and the rebels were forced to
dNpeftejn ntter rout

This complete success of the first dash
at the enemy had the most inspiriting ef-
fect

¬

uponlbe IfniAii troops and also en-
couraged

¬

and fititifil the Western Vir-
ginia

¬

rfiiohists in their determination to
break away from the East and to form
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they elected two United States Senators
Gov Picrpont who was head of this

Provisional State Government organized
at Wheeling made a formal application
to the United Stales for aid to suppress
the rebellion and protect the people against
domestic violence Gen MeCIellan in fur-
therance

¬

of this object ordered additional

lewis forced tne frightened
Animal Uackox his Haunches

forces into the State from his department
in order to act intelligently in the mat

ter it was necessary that some definite in
formation should be derived respecting the
country which was now to be nrotected
and from whicti1 it was necessary the in- -
vading rebels should be driven For this
purpose the General desired that I should
dispatch several of ruy men who by as ¬

suming various characters would be able
to travel owr the country obtain a correct
idea of its topography and ascertain the
exact position and designs of the seces
sionists

I or this duty I selected a man named
Price Lewis who had just returned from
a trip to the South and whom J had rea-
son

¬

to be satisfied was equal to the task
I resolved therefore that he should bo
one of the party to make this journey
together with several others who were
delegated for the same purpose In order
to afford variety to the professions of my
operatives and because of his fitness for
the character I decided that Price Lewis
should represent himself as an English ¬

man traveling for pleasure believing that
he would thuscscnpc a close scrutiny or a
rigid examination should he by any ac-
cident

¬

fall into the hands of the rebels
Procuring a comfortable looking road

wagon and a pair of strong gray horses
which were both1 substantial looking and
good roadsters I stocked the vehicle with
such articles of necessity and luxury as
would enable them to subsist themselves
if necessary and at the same time give
the appearance of truth to such profes
sions as the sight seeing Englishman
might feel authorized to make I provided
him also with a number of English certi-
ficates

¬

of various kinds and I also sup
plied him with iuglish money which
could readily be dxehnuged for such cur
rency that would tKjst suit his purposes
in the several localities which he would
be required to visit

Lewis wore a full beard and this was
trimmed in the most approved English
fashion and when fully equipped for his
journey he presented the appearance of
a well-to-d- o englishman who might even
he suspected ot having blue blood in
his veins In order that he mightj the
more fully sustain the new character ho
was about to assume nnd to civo an added
dignity to his position I concluded to send
with him a member of my force who
would act in the capacity of coachman
groom and body servant as occasion
should demand Tlie man whom I select-
ed

¬

for this role was a jolly good natured
aim leaness i an tee named huiniiel
Bridgcman a quick sharp witted young
man who had been in my employment
some time ami who had on several occa-
sions

¬

proved himself worthy of trust and
commence in matters that require tact
as well as boldness and good sense as
well as keen wit

Calling Sam into my office I explained
to him fully the nature of the duties he
would be required to perform and when
I had concluded I saw by the merry
twinkle in hlseyds nnd from the readiness
with which he caught at my suggestions
that he thoroughly understood and had
decided to carry out his part of the pro
grnm to the very letter

In addition to these I arranged a route
for two other men of my force They
were to travel tltrough the valley of the
Great Kanawha Itiver and to observe
carefully everything that came under their
notirc which might be ot impoitauco in
perfecting a military campaign m case
the rebels should attempt hostile meas-
ures

¬

or that Gen MeCIellan might find
necessary to promptly clear that portion
of Virginia of secession troops These two
men were to travel ostensibly as farm
laborers and their verdant appearance
was made to fully conform to such avo-
cations

¬
v

Everything being in readiness tlie two
parties were started and we will follow
their movements separately as they were
to travel by different routes

Price Lewis the pseudo Englishman
and Sam Bridgcman who made quite a
smart Iooklmr valet in his new costume
transferred their horses wagons nnd
stores on board the trim iittla steamer
Cricket at Cincinnati intending to travel
along the Ohio River and effect n land-
ing

¬

at Guyahdotte in Western Virginia
at vhich point they were to disembark
and pursue their journey overland through
the country

1
1 accompanied Lewis to the wharf and

after everything had been satisfactorily
arrauged J bade him good by and the lit-
tle

¬
steamer sailed away up tat river
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There were the usual number of mis-
cellaneous

¬

passengers upon the boat and
added to these were a nnmber of Union
officers who had been dispatched upon
various missions throughout that portion
of the State of Ohio These men left the
steamer as their ioints of destination wore
reached and after they had departed sev-
eral

¬

of the passengers who had hitherto
remained silent became very talkative
They began in a cautious manner to ex-
press

¬

their opinions with a view of elicit-
ing

¬

some knowledge of the sympathies of
their fellow travelers in the important
struggle that was now impending Lewis
had maintained a quiet dignified reserve
which while it did not forbid any friend ¬

ly approaches from his fellow passengers
at the same time rendered them more re-
spectful

¬

and prevented undue familiarity
Sam Bridgcman contributed materially to
this result his deference to my lord was
very natural and the respect with which
lie received his commands convinced the
passengers at once that the English-lookin- g

gentleman was a man of some im-
portance

¬

The passengers all nppcareu to ie union
jrieu and while they expressed their re-
grets

¬

that the war bad commenced they
regnrded their separation from Eastern
Virginia with undisguised satisfaction

At midnight on the second evening the
boat landed at Guyandotte and Samuel
with a great deal ot display attended to
the transfer of his master and the equip ¬

age from the boat to the wharf Here
they found a number of men in uniform
who were ascertained to be representa-
tives

¬

of the Home G uxtl and in a few
minutes Bridiemnn had secured the ser
vices of two of them to assist him iti safe-
ly

¬

landing their effects This being Katis--
factonly accomplished be apparently in
a sly manner treated them to a drop of
good whisky which formed part of the
stores they had been provided with Stop
ping at the hotel over night they contin
ued their journey on the following morn-
ing

¬

They drove leisurely along and at

about 10 oclock they stopped at a farm
house lo rest their horses They remained
here until nearly 1 oclock in the aftcr- -

noon conversing with tlie old farmer who
seemed to be much pained at the condi-
tion

¬

of affairs but who had two sons who
had joined the rebel army

They renewed their journey in the af-
ternoon

¬

and in about two hours reached
the little village ot Colemouth where
there was a rebel encampment On pass ¬

ing tliis they were halted by the guard
who inquired their business and destina-
tion

¬

Lewis told him he was an English-
man

¬

accompanied only by his servant and
that he was traveling through the ountry
fpr pleasure The guard informed them
that he could not let them pass and asked
Lewis to go with him to tin- - Captains
headquarters which was located in a large
stone house a few hundred yaids distant
My operative willingly consented and
leaving Sam in charge of his carriage he
accompanied the soldier to the olllccrsquarters He was ushered into a large
and well furnished nnartmenf nn Hie cn

fond floor and in a few minutes the Cap- -

He greeted my operative pleasantly
and informed him that he regretted the ne-
cessity of detaining him but orders had to
be obeyed Lewis related in substance
what he had already stated to the guard
which Rtateimyj the Captain unhesitating-
ly

¬

received anf after n pleasant conver-
sation

¬

he invited the detective to accept
the hospitality of the camp

An English gentleman traveling forpleasure was not to be treated with dis-
courtesy

¬

and upon Lewiss accepting of
his invitation a soldier was dispatched to
bring the horses nnd carriage und their im ¬

patient driver into camp
Supper was ordered and In a short time

the Captain and his guests were discussing
a repast which was far more appetizing
than soldiers fare usually is During the
meal Sam stood behind the char of Lewis
and awaited upon him in tlie most ap ¬

proved fashion lenlvinir inrnrinllv win
a deferential

Vfc my lord
After full justice had been done to therepast Price directed Bridgcman to bring

in from the carriage a counlo of Imttlns
of champagne nnd by the time tin hour
ot retiring had nrrived the detective had
succeeded in impressing his entertainer
with a very exalted oninion of his rnnlr
and standing when nt home

Jewis being an Englishman by birth
was very well posted about English af-
fairs

¬

and he entertained his host -- with
several very well invented anecdotes ofthe Crimea in which he was supposed to
have taken an active part and his inti-macy

¬

with Lord Baglan the commander
of the British army gained for him tlieunfunded admiration and respect of thedoughty Captain

From this officer Lewis learned thatthere were a number of troops in Charles-
ton but a few miles distant and that
Gen Wise who was then in commandhad arrived there that day

After a refreshing sleep and a Ihjuh
tcous breakfast Lewis informed the Cap ¬

tain that ho would continue his journey
toward Charleston and endeavor to olitain an interview with Gen Wise TheCaptain cordially recommended him to doso and furnished him with passports
which would carry him without questionor delay upon tho road As they wereabout taking their leave the Captain put
into Lewiss hands an unsealed letter atthe same timo remarking with great earn ¬
estness

My lord I beg of yon to accept the in-
closed

¬

letter of introduction to Gen WIko
As I am personally acquainted with himthis letter may be ot some service to you
and I should bo only too happy if It will
be so

Thank you replied Lewis but vou
have been far too kind already and lxs
Iieve me I shall always recall my enter-
tainment

¬

at your hands with pleasure
The valiant Captain was not awarethat he had been furnishing very valuable

information to his gentlemanly visitorand that while be was unsuspectingly
answering his well directed questions hisservant tho quiet Sam Bridgcman was
unobservodlr making notes of all that heheard in relation to the situation of af¬

fairs and with regard to th probable
movements bf tho rebel troops

A rather ridiculous incident occurred toour two travelers after leaving the camp

They had procccdj Vflk o short distance
upon their way wjieu one of the horses
they were driving rtfstjji shoe which made
it necessary for mini-- to stop at a little
village and secure theiaervices o a black-
smith

¬

Ill o
Driving up to thohpte Lewis alighted

from the wngon while Bridgeman drove
to the blncksmithshop in order to have
his horse attended toAs Lqwis ascend-
ed

¬

the steps of tbdtfiokl ho noticed a tall
rather commanding looking gentleman
seated upon the porchjlwho was evidently
scrutinizing his appearance Very carefully
The stranger was it nlhn about CO years
of age but reradrkaTtjy well preserved
nnd the lines of fin face garo but little
indication of his yenrsr There was an air
of seeming importance about him which
impressed Lewis with the fact that he
must be one of the dignitaries of the place
and nU he approached him he very politely
raised his hat and saluted him

The old gentleman returned tlie saluta-
tion

¬

with an inquiring gaze and Lewis
in order to pave the way to bis acquaint ¬

ance invited him to partake of a drink
which was cordially accepted In a few
minutes under its influence the two men
were conversing with all tho freedom of
old friends

Lewis ascertained that his companion
was a Justice of the Peace an otlice of
some importance in that locality nnd that
the old gentleman was disposed to give to
his official position all the dignity which
a personal appreciation of his standing
demanded In a quiet manner Lewis nt
once gave the Justice to understand his
appreciation ot the honor he had received
in meeting him and by a few

flatteries succeeded iu completely
winning tlie kind regards of the old gen-
tleman

¬

Their pleasant conversation was
progressing with very favorable success
when Sam Bridgemau drove up with the
team having succeeded in finding a smithy
and in having the lost shoe replaced

With a deferential semi military salute
he addressed Lewis

We are all ready my lord At the
mention of the title the old fellow jumped
to his feet in blank amazement and in the
most obsequious manner and with an air
of humility that compared with bis lom
bastie tone of a few moments before was

erfertly ridiculous Jerking off his hat
nnd plcimr it under his left arm he ad ¬

vanced and said
ICmy lord would do me the honor to

accept my poor hospitality L would only
be too happy to have the pleasure of his
company for dinner my bouse is only a
short distance off on the road to Charles
ton and will detain you no longer than
to rest and feed jour horses and partake
or a true southern meal

Lewis hesitated a moment nnd then re
inembering that be had represented him-
self

¬

as traveling purely for pleasure he
did not see how be could avoid accepting
his kind invitation

I have heard sir ot the hospitable
character of the Southern gentlemen and
I assure you I shall be most happy to
avail myself of your kindness

The old Justice could not conceal his
pleasure nt the prospect of entertaining a

live lord in his own house and with
evident delight he accepted a seat in
Lewiss carriage He directed the way to
his dwelling which stood back from the
road surrounded by a grove of lofty
pines and then invitedLhis guest within
rntrusting the team to the care of
Sam and one of th servants they en-
tered

¬

the house arid were soon engaged
in discussing tlie situation of affairs both
Xorth nnd South Lewis informed the old
Justice that his nhinc was Henry Tracy
of Oxford England rflid that his object
was to reach CharIestou but that he was
not aware that the country was so un-
settled

¬

or he would not have ventured
on this trip ne then related his adven-
ture

¬

of the day before and commented
favorably on the geiiHemanly bearing of
the Captain and tjio nliinner in which he
had been treated Ehrj indulged in pleas-
ant

¬

conversation on various topics until
dinner was aunouilred

When they haddonijustice to nn ex-
cellent

¬

repast thc repaired to a shaded
porch in tho rear of the house and Lewis
instructed Sam to bring out a bottle of
champagne and a bottle ot brandy These
us alreadv intimated had been labeled
vith foreign wrappcJjb that the Ipicn- -

very ordinary article and the wine of an
inrenor quality but the old gentleman
went into ecstasies over it and under ibs
mellowing influence he became familiar
and confidential and gave to my shrewd
operative much valuable information Fi-
nally

¬

the Justice grew profusely demon-
strative

¬

and leaning across the table he
said

My lord I have never tasted such
brandy as you carry in all my life lhavc
a couple of warm friends outside whom
I have taken the liberty to bend for and
whom I know will lm delighted to see
you and still more pleased to taste this
excellent liquor

Certainly replied Lewis bring then
in 1 shall be happy to meet them

Lewis supposed ot course that the two
men whom he had referred to were plant-
ers

¬

and neighbors but imagine his sur-
prise

¬

when the Justice returned accom-
panied

¬

by the blacksmith and cobbler ot
the village

After being introduced to my Lord
Tracy Lewis invited them to take a
glass with them and with evident pleas-
ure

¬

yet with visible embarrassment they
accepted the imitation anil seated them¬

selves at the table
It was now tint the old gentleman grew

loquacious- - he was loud and profuse in his
praises of the brandyrhe asserted again
and again that it had never been his good
fortune to taste such liquor in which
encomiums the blacksmith and cobbler
heartily joined As the afternoon wore
away and the present supply was ex-
hausted

¬

Sam wus dispatched after an-
other

¬

bottle and the-- social meeting con-
tinued

¬

mitil evening Lewis was careful
as to the amount he drank and intensely
enjoyed the whole affair The idea of the
blacksmith and cobbler hobnobbing with
an English lord struck him as lieing so
ridiculously funny that he laughed again
and again nt the absurdity of the situa-
tion

¬

Often during the evening he laughed
immoderately at what they suppusi d their
own jokes and wit when he was ically
thinking of the ridiculous comedy in
which he was playing tlie leading part
When the hour for retiring arrived the
old man begged as a special favor that
he would be allowed to keep one of the
empty bottles as a memento of the occa-
sion

¬

of his lordships dining with him and
to remind him of the pleasure he had en-
joyed

¬

ot drinking some rare old imported
brandy made in Cincinnati The black-
smith

¬

and cobbler also looked so longingly
at the empty bottles before them that
Lewis could scnrcelyrefrain from laugh-
ing

¬

heartily as ho graHonsly complied with
their request for a openir of the occa-
sion

¬

The evident Hiiisfaction with which
they appropriated alMIe apiece as they
started for home auOLjtieir hearty thanks
as they bade him goodmight was heartily
echoed by the old TntUce who carefully
laid his lwttle nwayasii sacred relic of a

While tho party wrfc enjoying them-
selves

¬

on the porcliSum Bridgcman had
been using his timenwell among the ser-
vants

¬

aud had glcanedimiich Valuable in-

formation
¬

from them They remained over
night with the oldj genueman and on the
following morniug aflvr bidding him a
kind farewell theyjtUirled on their jour-
ney

¬

Lewis did not forget however bo
fore leaving to take aparting glass with
his host who seemed very reluctant to
have tJisro depart 3They continued on
their way toward dpiiilrleston traveling
but slowly as the roads were heavy from
tho recent ruins About noon they ar-
rived

¬

at a farm house to which they had
been recommended by their host of the
night before Hero they stopped for din-
ner

¬

nnd after refreshing themselves they
ngnin went on The afternoon was warm
and pleasant and their journey lay
through a beautiful stretch of country
Driving quietly alone thev beguiled tho
time ndmiring the beautiful scenery
spread beforothem and iu pleasant con-
verse

¬

Their enjoymeut was however
suddenly interrupted by the sound of loud
voices and the clattering of horses hoofs
immediately behind them Quickly turn-
ing

¬

around the cause of this unusual ex-
citement

¬

was af once apparent A fine
black horse covered wjth foam-- was tear-
ing

¬

down the tunmil- - t lrenk neek
speed and evidently running nway Upon

hia bark was Rented n vniinp Inil- - who
bravely held her seat and who was vainly
attempting to restrain tho unmanageable
animal Some distance behind were a
party of ladies and gentlemen on horse-
back

¬

nil spurring their horses to tho ut-
most

¬

as if with the intention of overtak-
ing

¬

the flying steed in front of them In ¬

tense fear was depicted upon the counte-
nances of those in the rear and not with-
out

¬

reason for the situation of the young
lady was dangerous indeed

Quick as a flash my operatives realized
the situation and the necessity for prompt
action Without utfering a word Sam
Bridgcman turned his horses directly
across the road intending by that means
to stop the mad course of the fiery charger
approaching them As he did so Icwissprang from the wagon and with the ut-
most

¬

coolness advanced to meet the ap-
proaching

¬

horse On came the frightened
animal at a speed that threatened every
moment to hurl the brave girl from her
scat until ho approached nearly to the
point at which my operatives had sta¬

tioned themselves and then evidentlv per¬

ceiving the obstructions in his path he
momentarily slackened pace In that in-
stant

¬

Lewis sprang forward and grasp-
ing

¬

the bridle firmly with a strong hand
he forced the frightened animal back upon
his haunches The danger was passed
The horse feeling the iron grasp upon the
bridle and recognizing the voice of au-
thority

¬

stood still and trembling iu every
joint his recking sides heaving and hiseyes flashing fire Tlie young lady witha sudden revulsion of feeling fell back
in the saddle nnd would have fallen butthat SaiirBridgeman hastening to the re-
lief

¬

of his companion was fortiinalelv in
time to catch the fainting figure in his
arms Extricating her quickly from the
saddle be sat her gently on the ground
and as he did so the fair bead fell for-
ward

¬

on his shoulder and sic lost con
sciousness

By this time Lewis had succeeded in
quieting tlie excited animal and had fast-
ened

¬

him to a tree by the wayside aud
as he turned to the assistance of Bridge
man the companions of the unconscious
girl rode up Hastily dismounting thev
rushed to her aid and in a few minutes
under their ministrations the dark eve3were opened and the girl gazed wonder
mgly around

Afler being assisted to her feet she
gratefully expressed her thankfnlness to
the men who had probably saved her life
in which she was warmly- - joined by the
remainder of the party

Sam Bridgcman received these grate-
ful

¬
expressions with an air of modest con

fnsion which was indeed laughable and
then said

It aint no use thanking me Miss itwas my lord here that stopped the ani-
mal

¬

At the words my lord a look ot cu-
riosity

¬

came over the faces of the uew
comers and Lewis stepped gracefully for-
ward

¬

and introduced himself
i am glad ladies and gentlemen to

have been of service to this young lady
and permit me to introduce myself asHenry Tracy of Oxford England now
traveling in America

The three centlomeu who were nf tiio
riding party grasped the hand of their
new made English acquaintance and in a
few word3 introduced him to the ladies
who accompanied them all of whom were
seemingly delighted to make the acquaint-
ance

¬

of a gentleman who had been ad-
dressed

¬

by bis servant as my lord
This adventure proved to be a most for-

tunate
¬

one for my two operatives The
gentlemen upon introducing themselves
were discovered to be connected with the
rebel army and to be recruiting olliccrs
sent by Gov Letcher to organize such
rebel volunteers as were to be gathered
in Western Virginia By them Lewis was
cordially invited to join their companv to
ChaTleston which hf as cordially accent-
ed

¬

Suggesting that as the young ladv
who had scarcely recovered from the ac-
cident might not feel able to ride her
horse into town he politely offered her a
seat iu his carriage which offer was grate-
fully

¬

accepted and attaching the runa ¬
way horse to the rear of the vehicle theparty proceeded on their way to Charles-
ton

¬

at which point they arrived without
farther event or accidenr

The young lady whom Lewis had so
providentially rescued was the only daugh-
ter

¬

of Judge Beveridse one of the wealth
iest aud most influential men in the State
and upon conducting her to her home the
detective was received with the warmest
emotions by the overjoyed father Lewi3
was pressed to make the hnnse of ts
Judge his home during his stay but grate- -

j iijc uiwiiiiiufl lie lOOIv lip
his quarters at the hotel where he rrnld
more readily extend his acquaintance and
where his movements would be more free

The young officers whom he had met
upon the road had their quarters at the
hotel at which Lewis had stopped and
under their friendlv cuidane no nne
thought of questioning Ins truTHfuInesS or
impeaching his professions

By this means he was enabled to ac-
quire

¬
a wonderful amount of information

of value to the causp ot the North all of
which was duly reported to me nt head-
quarters

¬

and bv me communicated direct-
ly

¬

to Gen MeCIellan
To be continued
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one there In 1331 oror any private or otllcer rln tniat lAtirclMiL In March 19tilor of any one hi Co
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